Sun-Solar Roadmap Workshop

Poster Summary

WIND Spacecraft

Apart from its role as a highly accurate interplanetary solar wind monitor, the WIND spacecraft should play a key role as part of the Virtual Heliospheric Observatory (consisting of STEREO A/B, WIND, ACE, and Ulysses) now being formulated.  The WIND spacecraft and its instruments are in excellent condition and continue to provide important data on CMEs, energetic particles, and in-situ interplanetary conditions.  

· With its unique capability to provide continuous radio tracking of CMEs from the Sun to Earth, WIND at L1 forms an essential element of STEREO: to provide a third vantage point for the tracking of solar ejecta, and to provide redundancy should one of the STEREO spacecraft not be fully functional.  

· The energetic particle instrument on WIND has proven its ability to measure the more intense and dangerous solar energetic particle events when other spacecraft instruments saturated.  

· In addition, the WIND solar wind plasma instrument has made and continues to make accurate measurements of in situ densities under ALL conditions in the solar wind.

In a period of fiscal restraint, it is especially important that all of the available assets be fully used to provide the maximum resources for new initiatives, and that WIND's unique and important capabilities be recognized in the Roadmap.

